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• Variety of coral diseases documented by Doug Fenner 

• “white-diseases” most common 

• No strategic disease surveys in any of the local 
monitoring programs 

• Coral Disease Workshop – Thierry Work 

• Integrate basic disease surveys into the monitoring 
programs (documentation of observed diseases) 

• Coral Disease Outbreak Rapid Response Team 

Coral diseases in AS 

ESA species 



• Acropora white syndrome outbreak in the National 
Park (by the Pola) in May 2014 

• No monitoring was conducted – impact on coral 
assemblage? 

• Disease response team 

Coral disease outbreaks 



• Aeby, Work, Fenner et al 

• 12 coral diseases (2 CCA 
diseases) 

• 0.18% avg. prevalence 

• AWS and AGAs            
most common 

 

 

 

 

• AWS more prevalent in 
species-poor NWHI 

 

Coral diseases in AS 



# of 

sites

TL # colonies 

surveyed

% 

bleaching

% 

disease

% COT 

predation

Ofu & Olosega 31 6291 5.9 0.6 0.0

Rose 29 3459 2.3 1.0 0.2

Swains 18 3478 10.6 1.6 0.0

Tau 21 5371 1.0 0.7 0.0

Tutuila 89 12995 8.2 0.8 0.1

CRED Benthic survey:   

Summary Feb-Mar 2015 



CCA diseases 

• 6 CCA diseases recorded by Doug Fenner 

• No information on prevalence or impact on reefs 

• Presence/absence recorded in CRED benthic surveys 



 

• Baseline surveys from which to detect change            
> permanent priority sites or wide-scale disease 
surveys – prevalence, diversity 

• Impact on coral reef functioning 

• Effect of land-based pollution on disease prevalence 

• Most susceptible species 

• CCA diseases – prevalence, diversity, impact 

 

 

Collaborations and research needs/gaps 


